Description & Sequence

1.  Number of flowers, buds & inflorescences

2.  Overall flower form, floral bracts if noteworthy, arrangement, presentation & fragrance (if present)

3. Overall flower color (if included; lip/pouch is part of this color!)

4.  Dorsal sepal, form & color
5.  Lateral sepals or synsepal, form & color (including fused sepals)
6.  Petals, form & color
7.  Lip or pouch, form & color (callus, cirrhi, disk, boss, ring, midlobe, side lobes & throat, hypochile, mesochile, etc., if applicable)

8.  Column & anther cap

9.  Ovary, shape (if included) & color 

10.  Substance

11. Texture (if not uniform, describe largest area first: sepals and petals glossy, lip velvety or say texture glossy, lip velvety.)
12. Comments (if included) (e.g., country of origin for species; why the plant was awarded—especially important for JCs, etc.) 
Cultural Award

1.  Number of flowers, buds & inflorescences, including length of longest inflorescence 
2.  Vegetative parts of plant, including overall size of foliage 

(width & length) and size & type of growing container or mount; media
3.  Flower description, refer to award description sequences, including substance & texture
CBR/CHM
Include detailed description (form & color! eg, leaves, green mottled red) & measurement of vegetative parts of the plant including roots & their color in addition to above. 
Describe the vegetative parts of the plant for all awards that start with a C: CBR, CHM, CCM, CCE.
Include unopened or immature inflorescences in flower/bud count, but mention as such.
Give more information rather than less; i.e., “Sixty-four flowers on one branched inflorescence, 53 buds on a second inflorescence and three buds on an additional immature inflorescence” is of more value to subsequent judges than “Sixty-four flowers and 56 buds on three inflorescences” 

The first case says 64 on an inflorescence is possible. The latter is 40 flowers and buds per inflorescence!

Descriptions have one capital letter – the first one. . .The exception is if proper nouns are included like: cultivar dominated by Cattleya parent. One period at the end. 

The description of plant or flower parts are separated by semi-colons:  sepals green; petals yellow; lip white; 

Thoughts related to the description of a single segment are separated by commas: sepals green, blotched maroon; . . .
sepals and petals white, petal apices flared magenta; 

Taking parts together is fine if it is appropriate: sepals chartreuse, striped mahogany, synsepal less densely; OR flowers yellow, petals red proximally, lip magenta apically
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   R. McHatton
